Conventional wisdom has it that Pantera put out four horribly cheesy glam albums before their 1990 breakthrough, Cowboys from Hell.  This is, however, not correct – while 1983’s Metal Magic was quite cheesy, 1984’s Projects in the Jungle and 1986’s I Am the Night were solid 80’s metal, and 1988’s Power Metal was borderline thrash/speed, and is considered by some to be the band’s finest effort.

Pantera was formed in 1981 by brothers Darrell Lance Abbott and Vincent Paul Abbott, and Rex Brown.  Along with original vocalist Terry Glaze, they put out three albums.  However, the band progressed in a heavier and heavier direction that was incompatible with Terry Glaze, so in late 1986, a new vocalist was found – Phil Anselmo from the band Razor White.

The new band, composed of Phil Anselmo, Diamond Darrell, Vinnie Paul, and Rex Rocker, became underground legends for their awesome live performances, which included songs from the first three albums, as well as a repertoire of covers by Anthrax, Judas Priest, and more, and also a growing number of songs written during 1987 and 1988 that would be on a new album.  Songs like “Deathtrap” and “Over and Out” showed a thrash attitude that would peak on Cowboys from Hell, while “We’ll Meet Again”, “Proud to be Loud”, and “Rock the World” were classics of 80s metal – heavier than the average classic metal band, and with better lead guitar as well.  “P.S.T. ’88” showed the band’s fun side, with Dime Darrell taking over on vocals, Phil on drums, and certainly silly lyrics for all.

This concert from Dallas was a performance to celebrate the first anniversary of the local Z-Rock radio station, which was at the time the only one around playing Pantera, Slayer, Metallica, and more.  Fittingly, Pantera played a Metallica cover, No Remorse, in tribute to a band that Pantera originally looked up to, and then far exceeded as one band became heavier and the other crashed and burned horribly in the mid 1990s.   

The album Power Metal was recorded shortly after this concert – it would feature many of the songs played on this date, and shows a logical progression from the old style with Terry Glaze to the upcoming albums of the 1990s.  

Unfortunately, Pantera nowadays refuses to play anything from this album, and even fails to acknowledge it, or the first three albums, officially.  A shame, really, considering the abundance of quality material from this time period, as this live recording can attest.
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1) Deathtrap 3.55

2) Rock the World 3.53
3) Hot and Heavy 9.04

4) Power Metal 4.40

5) We’ll Meet Again 6.10

6) Hard Ride 5.53

7) P.S.T. ’88 4.09

8) Right on the Edge 4.28

9) Guitar solo 8.30

10) I Don’t Know 1.13

11) Goodbye to Romance 1.38

12) Guitar solo 2.04

13) Proud to be Loud 7.11

14) Over and Out 7.17

15) No Remorse 6.21

Total running time: 76.27

Recorded live in Dallas, Texas – February 7th, 1988

“P.S.T. ’88” features Diamond Darrell on vocals, and Phil Anselmo on drums.

“I Don’t Know” and “Goodbye to Romance” are from Ozzy Osbourne’s 1980 album Blizzard of Ozz.  Dime plays several riffs from each song.

“No Remorse” is a Metallica cover, from their 1983 album 

Kill ‘em All.

Phil Anselmo – vocals, drums on “P.S.T. ’88”

Diamond Darrell – guitars, vocals

Rex Rocker – bass

Vinnie Paul – drums
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