The first 19 songs were recorded live in Fort Worth, Texas, on December 31st, 1986.  This quite possibly was Terry Lee’s last show – Phil Anselmo was known to be in the band on January 10th, 1987.

1) Projects in the Jungle 3.47

The title track from Pantera’s 1984 studio album.

2) Heavy Metal Rules 4.46

A concert staple up to 1988 or so.  The song is from Projects in the Jungle.

3) All Over Tonight 0.40

Only the last riff.  This song is also from Projects in the Jungle.

4) Guitar Solo 7.53

Includes part of “D.G.T.T.M.” from 1986’s I Am the Night and “Blue Light Turning Red” from Projects in the Jungle, and a lot of improvisation.  Also includes a bit of Ozzy Osbourne’s I Don’t Know, as well as some keyboard parts.

5) Dazed and Confused 1.09

Notable for the bass line, with more Dime soloing.  The bass line was originally a Led Zeppelin song, from 1969’s Led Zeppelin I.

6) Guitar Solo 2.01

Includes a bit of keyboards as well.  Mostly improvisation.

7) Eruption 1.17

Dime covering parts of the 1979 Van Halen classic from their self-titled album, along with some improvisation.

8) Hot and Heavy 3.23

From the I Am the Night album, and featured in the official video of the same name.
9) Speed Demon 4.03

A cover of a Keel song, of all things.  From the 1985 Keel album The Right to Rock.

10) Fun with Dime Darrell 1.06

Dime takes over on vocals.  Terry is clearly on the way out.

11) Fight Fire with Fire 0.45

Only the first heavy riff.  Dime interacting with the crowd on vocals.  The original is by Metallica, and appears on 1984’s Ride the Lightning.


12) Right On the Edge 4.08

From the I Am the Night album.
13) Burnnn 0.40

Only some riffs, with different lyrics than the version that would appear on the 1988 Power Metal album.
14) Widowmaker 2.54

The only song played on this concert from the 1983 Metal Magic album.
15) Come On Eyes 4.42

Another song from I Am the Night.
16) Drink and Destroy 6.54

Dime Darrell on vocals again, and mostly a Metallica cover, from the 1983 Kill ‘em All album, but with the occasional lyrical modification.

17) Mob Rules 3.06

A Black Sabbath song originally, the title track to their 1981 album.

18) Madhouse 4.02

Originally an Anthrax song, from 1985’s Spreading the Disease.

19) Down Below 2.45

This song appeared on two Pantera albums – originally on I Am the Night, and then a remake with Phil Anselmo on vocals on Power Metal.

These last three songs were recorded sometime in 1986, and were included on the official Hot and Heavy Home Video, released in 1986.  The video also included the promo videos for “Hot and Heavy”, “All Over Tonight”, and “D.G.T.T.M.”

20) All Over Tonight 4.09

From Projects in the Jungle.  Quite possibly the first promotional video that Pantera recorded was for this song.

21) Come On Eyes 4.07

From I Am the Night.

22) Heavy Metal Rules 5.00

From Projects in the Jungle.

Total running time: 73.17
Much has been made of Pantera’s “glam” years, due mostly to the band’s recent unwillingness to even acknowledge their first four albums.  Quite a shame, really, since they featured some quality material.  While the first album, 1983’s Metal Magic, certainly sounded much like KISS, by 1984’s Projects in the Jungle and 1986’s I Am the Night, they had settled on a more conventional 1980s heavy metal sound, with far better lead guitars than the average 80s band.  Of course, they had silly hair and makeup, but so did most every other band at the time.

Pantera was formed in 1981 by brothers Vincent Paul Abbott (drums) and Darrell Lance Abbott (guitars, vocals), along with Rex Brown (bass).  Not satisfied with the names given to them at birth, they became Vinnie Paul, Diamond Darrell, and Rexx Rocker, respectively.  In 1982 they found vocalist Terrence Lee, who took the name Terry Glaze.  This lineup recorded the album Metal Magic.  Terry Glaze renamed himself to Terry Lee after this album, and Pantera put out Projects in the Jungle and I Am the Night, each album getting progressively heavier.  They also released the Hot and Heavy Home Video in 1986, featuring three promotional videos, and three live songs.
By 1986, their live show featured a variety of covers, including some by thrash bands Metallica and Anthrax.  It was also becoming clear that vocalist Terry Lee was not conducive to this change towards a heavier sound – Diamond Darrell had taken over the vocals on several songs during live concerts, and a search for a new vocalist was under way.  Ultimately, Phil Anselmo from the band Razor White was selected, and he joined early in 1987.  Terrence Lee was not heard from again.

With Phil Anselmo, they recorded the album Power Metal in 1988.  While Phil didn’t actively contribute to the songwriting process, his presence during the live show reinforced the edge that Pantera was developing.  Rex Rocker lost a single letter from his stage name, and by 1989 the hairspray was gone, as were a lot of the songs from the first three albums in the live repertoire, replaced by originals that would appear on Power Metal and 1990’s Cowboys from Hell, as well as covers of songs by Slayer, Judas Priest, and others.

By 1992 the transformation was complete – Rex lost the last name entirely, and Diamond Darrell adopted the new stage name Dimebag Darrell.  While Cowboys from Hell still has “Diamond” printed in the inserts, the band insists that it is a typographical error.  Fans presenting anything relating to the 1980s for autographing are rumoured to get a “fucking hostile” reaction, though usually it is one of amusement.

What is really unfortunate is the disappearance of all the Terrence Lee songs from the setlist by 1989.  This bootleg is the only known live recording for some songs, including “Widowmaker” and “Projects in the Jungle”.  It shows the band at an interesting turning point – Keel appears alongside Anthrax.  “Come On Eyes” is placed before a Metallica cover.  Keyboards appear during the instrumental jam before Dime Darrell changes to the speed-metal opening of an Ozzy Osbourne song.  

All in all, an interesting listen.  The sound quality leaves something to be desired, but hardly ever can one get rarity and technical perfection.  Taken for what it is, this shows that Pantera was one of the better 80s metal bands.

Writeup by Ultra Boris – June 9th, 2001.

